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ABSTRACT 


The objective of the study was to determine the relationship between Occupational Aspiration (measured by occupational aspiration scale, Dr. J.S Grewal), and 
academic achievement of a random sample of a 250 institutionalized adolescent orphans from kerala. A detailed study was conducted based on their gender and locale. 
A quantitative survey was used for the study. Multiple regression analysis indicated that occupational aspiration was related to academic achievement of 
institutionalized adolescent orphans. A significant relationship was found between occupational aspiration and academic achievement of the institutionalized 
adolescent orphans. The implications of the study contribute new knowledge to the field of educational psychology and may be used to facilitate proactive 


occupational aspiration among institutionalized adolescent orphans. 


KEY WORDS: Occupational Aspiration, and academic achievement. 


INTRODUCTION 

Orphanage is the name to describe a residential institution devoted to the care of 
Orphans. Parents and sometimes grandparents are legally responsible for sup- 
porting children but in the absence of these or other relatives willing to care for 
the children, they become a ward of the state, and orphanages are a way of pro- 
viding for their care and housing children are educated within or outside of the 
orphanage. 


Orphanages provide an alternative to foster care or adoption by giving Orphans a 
community based setting in which they live and learn. In worst cases, orphanages 
can be dangerous and unregulated places where children are subject to abuse and 
neglect. Today the term orphanage has negative connotations. Other alternative 
names are group home, children's home, rehabitualisation center and youth treat- 
ment centers ordinarily Personality is taken as the external appearance of the indi- 
vidual(Girija, 1989). Personality is unique and specific. Intelligence influence dif- 
ferent aspects of Personality in many different ways in fact intelligence is some- 
times considered to be part of Personality. Personality refers to our attempts to 
capture or summarize an individual's essence (Hurlock, 1985). 


Orphans are those who have lost their parents. Those that have neither father nor 
mother are complete Orphans. Paternal Orphans have no father and maternal 
Orphans have no mother. When the father dies many young children are forced to 
take up jobs to supplement the in adequate income of the family. Sometimes they 
even shoulder the entire economic burden of the family. There is a large number 
of Orphans in our society as aresult of the high levels of morality in this country. 
Aspirations are the target a person sets for him/herself to achieve which creates a 
desire or will in him/her. Formation of a strong desire and ambition motivates 
individual to strive hard to achieve that goal(Kaul,2007). Such motivation is 
keenly required if one has to succeed in life. If one goes through the education on 
a preferred vocation, he/she can get job satisfaction from the vocation and the 
individual shall be well placed. Aspirations add to the efficiency of the person by 
exhibiting the best in him on the job (Paul, 1979). 


NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

The present trend suggest that students are pressurized by the society to select 
occupation of their choice that can fetch easy money. That is why there is a heavy 
rush towards medicine, nursing, para-medical and engineering streams. This 
often negates the potentially of each student and suppresses his or her innate cali- 
ber that negatively affects the prospects of the individual and society. Hence the 
significance is relevant. 


HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY 
1. There is no significant relationship between male and female adolescent 
orphans in their initial and mature occupational aspiration skills. 


2. There is no significant relationship between rural and urban adolescent 
orphans in their initial and mature occupational aspiration skills 
3. There is no significant relationship between Occupational Aspiration skills 


and academic achievement of Institutionalized Adolescent Orphans. 


OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
1. To find out the relationship between male and female adolescent orphans in 
their initial and mature occupational aspiration skills. 


2. To find out the relationship between rural and urban adolescent orphans in 
their initial and mature occupational aspiration skills 


3. To find out the relationship between Occupational Aspiration skills and aca- 
demic achievement of Institutionalized Adolescent Orphans. 


METHODOLOGY 

SAMPLE 

Normative survey method was found to be most appropriate in the present inves- 
tigation to study the occupational aspiration skill and academic achievement of 
the Institutionalized Adolescent Orphans. The present study has been envisaged 
on a sample of 250 Adolescent Orphans in Kottayam, Pathanamthitta, 
Eranakulam, Alppuzha, and Malappuram districts. 


TOOLS USED 

To measure the the occupational aspiration the investigator would use the occu- 
pational occupational aspiration scale, by Dr. J.S Grewal .The investigator tries 
to find out the Academic Achievement of Orphans by measuring their marks in 
corresponding examinations. 


METHOD ADOPTED FOR THE STUDY 

Methods that are employed in collecting data are highly important. The accuracy 
of the results of any research work depends upon the method by which the con- 
clusions are arrived at. . Normative survey method was used for the study. It is a 
method of investigation which attempts to describe and interpret what exist at 
present in the form of conditions, practices, trends, effects, attitudes, beliefs etc 
(Sindhu, 1990). 


SAMPLE SELECTED FOR THE STUDY 

The process of sampling makes it possible to draw valid inferences or generaliza- 
tions on the basis of careful observation of variables with in a relatively small pro- 
portion of the population (Kaur, 1990). The sampling method also determines the 
size of the sample. The sample for the present study constituted 250 institutional- 
ized adolescent orphans belonging to different districts. The sample contains 125 

boys and 125 girls adolescent orphans form 13 orphanages. The sample also 
divided 125 orphans from rural orphanages and 125 orphans from urban oranges. 


FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

COMPARISON OF THE DIFFERENCES IN THE OCCUPATIONAL 
ASPIRATION OF INSTITUTIONALIZED ADOLESCENT ORPHANS 
WITH RESPECT TO GENDERAND LOCALE 
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Figure 1: Distribution of Occupational Aspiration of Institutionalized 
Adolescent Orphans with Respect to Locale 


From the above graph it is clear that majority of rural Orphans prefer the profes- 
sions Doctor, Engineer, Teacher, Nurse, Driver and Police, the majority of urban 
Orphans also prefer to take the same profession. 
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Figure 2: Distribution of Occupational Aspiration of Institutionalized 
Adolescent Orphans with Respect to Gender 


From the above graph it is clear that majority of male Orphans prefer the profes- 
sions like Engineer, Doctor, Civil Service, Driver, Government service etc. But 
the female Orphans prefer to take the profession like Doctor, Engineer, Lawyer, 
Teacher, Nurse etc. 


COMPARISON OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF INSTITUTION- 
ALIZED ADOLESCENT ORPHANS WITH RESPECT TO: 

a. GENDER 

b LOCALE 


GENDER 
Compare the difference between boys and girls in the Academic Achievement of 
Institutionalized Adolescent Orphans. 


HO: There is no significant relationship between Institutionalized Adolescent 
boys and girls Orphans in their Academic Achievement 


Table 1 
Data and Result of Test of Significance between Academic Achievement of 
Institutionalized Adolescent Orphans based on Gender 


Significance 





Academic 3.49 P<.05 
Achievement | | 


Table lshows that the obtained CR value 3.49 is greater than the table value 
(1.65) at .05 level of Significance. This means there is difference between boys 
and girls in their Academic Achievement. 


LOCALE 
HO: There is no significant relationship between Rural and Urban Orphans in 
their Academic Achievement of Institutionalized Adolescent Orphans. 
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Table 2 
Data and Result of Test of Significance between Academic Achievement of 
Institutionalized Adolescent Orphans based on Locale 


Significance 





Academic 3.94 P<.05 
Achievement 


Table 2 shows that the obtained CR value 3.94 is greater than the table value 
(1.65) at .05 level of Significance. This means there is a difference between 
Rural and Urban Orphans in their Academic Achievement. 


COMPARISON OF OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATION AND ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT OF ADOLESCENTS ORPHANS 

HO: There is no significant difference in relation between occupational aspira- 
tion and Academic Achievement of Adolescent Orphans. 


Table 3 
Data and Result of Test of Significance between Occupational Aspiration 
and Academic Achievement of Institutionalized Adolescent Orphans. 


Variables N df r tr Level of 
Significance 
Occupational Aspiration 250) 0.113} 1.79 





Academic Achievement of 248 P<.05 
AdolescentOrphans. 


The r value 0.113 indicates the positive correlation between Occupational Aspi- 
ration and Academic Achievement of Adolescent Orphans. 


Hence it could be concluded that there is positive correlation between Occupa- 
tional Aspiration and Academic Achievement of Adolescent Orphans. The 
obtained tr value (1.79) is greater than the table value. So it can be inferred that 
there is significant relationship between Occupational Aspiration, and Academic 
Achievement of Adolescent Orphans. Thus the null hypothesis is rejected. 


CONCLUSION 

The plight of a solitary deserted child in an institution could arouse spontaneous 
responses and bring warm hearted offers to give the child the love of the real 
home when there is a group of children in an institution of any kind their very 
number anaesthetizes emotion and their problems cease to be individually 
human and urgent. Because the baby does not learn the meaning of the love in his 
mother's arms he often grows up enable to give or receive affection. This is the 
worst and most destructive effect of Institutionalized infancy. Being away from 
home during any one of the most significant stages of development is likely to 
produce many adjustment problems in the later years of life (Pushpakumari, 
1985). 


From this study, the result confirmed that there 1s difference between boys and 
girls in their occupational aspiration. There is no significant difference found 
between Rural and Urban Orphans in their occupational aspiration. This study 
investigated the occupational aspiration skills of institutionalized adolescent 
orphans with respect to their gender and locale. The findings revealed that insti- 
tutionalized adolescent girls are more career aspirants than boys among the 
orphans. But it has nothing to do with the region. There is no significant relation- 
ship found between the aspiration of the rural and urban orphans. Teachers and 
administrators should take the responsibility to build Mature Career Aspirations 
among Adolescent Orphans. Orphanage Administrator should re-organize the 
existing evaluation system which can improve Orphan's career aspiration. 
Resource teachers with multi category training may be appointed to Orphanages. 
There 1s significant relationship found between occupational aspiration and aca- 
demic achievement of institutionalized adolescent orphans. 
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